only 'respectable' and 'morally upright' members of the community the chance to participate in New Deal programs.
The costs of this strategy are made dramatically clear in Ferguson's chapter on slum clearance and urban renewal. Allying themselves with white housing authority officials, black leaders were party to the depiction of vibrant African-American working-class neighbourhoods as 'slums,' the demolition of black districts that threatened developers' plans for a revitalized downtown core, and the creation of a concentrated west side ghetto. Moreover, the concessions that black leaders wrung from city and federal authorities emerge as paltry at best in Ferguson's account: the relatively small number of places reserved for blacks in Atlanta area public housing came at the cost of increased state scrutiny of the AfricanAmerican population.
Despite Ferguson's many achievements, Black Politics in New Deal Atlanta is not without some small flaws. Although an early chapter considers radical alternatives to the black elite's incorporationist strategy, Ferguson omits any sustained discussion of organized African-American workers. She observes that Atlanta largely lacked the heavy industrial base that allowed black workers in other southern cities to use the new CIO unions as vehicles to combat discrimination, but nonetheless she might have followed the leads of historians Bruce Nelson and Judith Stein, who have charted the ambiguous racial record of the industrial union upsurge in the region. Similarly, while Ferguson explores the role of the Atlanta NAACP in furthering the aims of the black middle class, she is silent on the working-class turn the Association took during the Second World War years. All things considered though, these are minor quibbles that do not significantly detract from a very fine book. (RICK HALPERN To uncover the 'complex, transnational lives of feisty, and at times frustrated, but always formidable and fascinating women' is the goal of this ambitious anthology which traces the history of Italian women workers in seven countries and four continents. In turn-of-the-century New York, buttonhole-maker Ginevre Spagnoletti gathered her six children around the kitchen table in the evenings to read out loud the pamphlets of her Italian anarcho-syndicalist workers' club. In 1907 Buenos Aires, during the heady days of the anarchist-led rent strike, women activists of the Italian neighbourhood of La Boca poured boiling water from second-floor xxxxxxxx
